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Household Support Fund winter support  
Norfolk County Council is offering extra support to households this winter.
Earlier this year, Norfolk County Council announced it would receive further funding from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) to run the Household Support Fund until 31 March 2024.
The council is receiving £13.4m from central government and adding an additional £400,000 to make the total programme of support worth £13.8m. It is working closely with district, borough, and city councils, VCSE and public sector partners to identify and implement a range of support measures to meet the needs of vulnerable households.
Since the fund began (October 2021) the impact on Norfolk communities of the fund so far has been significant:
· We have supported over 130,000 households throughout the life of the fund.
· We continue to provide food vouchers for over 30,000 eligible school children.
· We have provided over 17,000 awards through our application-based Client Hardship Service (formally the Norfolk Assistance Scheme) ranging from food support through to providing white goods and winter essentials.
· We have made over 546,000 awards in total through use of the fund across all rounds to date.
· Support has also been provided through our libraries (grab and go bags), the Nourishing Norfolk food hubs (store credit), our district council partners with a range of both proactive and reactive support and by working with our local VCSE community to directly support the most vulnerable Norfolk families.
The DWP’s upcoming Household Support Fund Awareness Week (16--22 October) also coincides with the launch date for our Norfolk libraries winter campaign. 
Norfolk County Council is holding a Help for Households drop-in event at Great Yarmouth Library on Wednesday 18 October from 10.30 to 3.00pm.
At the library event, people will be able to get information about a range of support such as emergency funding for utility bills, food banks, how to apply for free school meals and cost of living vouchers, advice about managing money,  and local support from Great Yarmouth Borough Council.  There will be free hot drinks for everyone attending and for those with additional needs, free winter support items will be available.
As part of the Household Support Fund, all 47 of Norfolk’s libraries will be offering free winter support items until the end of March 2024 (while stocks last).
Find out more about help form the Household Support fund here.
How you can get involved
· Signpost residents in need to support available at www.norfolk.gov.uk/costofliving. 
· If someone needs emergency help with food or fuel, then direct them to the Client Hardship Services team  www.norfolk.gov.uk/chs or tell them to call 0344 800 8020.
· Encourage local residents to come along to the Great Yarmouth library event on 18th October if they need support.

Mental Health 
To mark World Mental Health Day, that was held on 10 October, Public Health at Norfolk County Council is urging residents to look after their mental health and wellbeing.
Further information on how to look after your wellbeing and how to access local resources in the community can be found on the “Take 5 to look after your wellbeing” Norfolk County Council webpage here.
Additionally, Every Mind Matters, endorsed by the NHS, provides a range of information from wellbeing and self-help tips, to exercise advice and a free, personalised Mind Plan to help with issues such as anxiety and low mood. 

Public Transport 
Norfolk County Council and Lincolnshire County Council have joined forces with Stagecoach to rejuvenate the bus service which joins the two counties.
The 505 service which runs seven days a week between King’s Lynn and Spalding has had a total refresh. The newly painted and refurbished buses feature re-trimmed seating, low floor wheelchair access, LED destination displays and USB charging points for a more comfortable journey across the border. In addition, roadside signage along the route has been updated to provide clear stops and timetable information.

Budget Scrutiny
Councillors are to examine the county council’s initial proposals to bridge a £46 million budget gap.
A report to Norfolk County Council’s scrutiny committee says the authority faces a “significant challenge” to develop a budget for 2024/2025, ahead of further announcements on funding from the Government, later this year.
The current proposals include a Council Tax increase of 4.99 per cent, including the adult social care precept of two per cent. 
Public consultation on the budget will be undertaken over the autumn, once scrutiny has considered the report and made any recommendations.
The scrutiny committee meets at 10am on Wednesday 18 October. Further details and a link to the report available here.

Norfolk County Council bid to lead a two-county music hub
Norfolk County Council is in the running to lead music education services across Norfolk and Suffolk, after deciding to submit a bid to lead a two-county music hub.
The council, which currently leads the Norfolk Music Hub, will bid to the Arts Council to be the lead organisation for the Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub from September 2024.
The successful bidder will receive more than £2m of revenue funding and more than £660,000 of capital investment for the purchase of instruments, between September 2024 and August 2025.

Government updates

Housing
The Government has allocated £60m as part of the second phase of the £180m Brownfield Land Release Fund, which will fund nearly 100 regeneration projects to unlock sites, as part of their long term plan for housing.  
Breckland District Council has been successful in receiving £425,000 to help unlock brownfield land and nearby East Suffolk District Council has received over £4 million, the largest of all the allocations.
The next round of funding through Brownfield Land Release Fund 2 will be announced later this year.  

Adult Social Care Recruitment Campaign
The Government has launched the next phase of their domestic recruitment campaign ‘Made with Care’ to encourage people with the right qualities to begin a career in adult social care. 
Running until the end of March 2024, campaign advertising will appear to millions across video on demand platforms such as ITVX, Sky Go and Channel 4; radio and digital audio channels such as Spotify and social media and digital channels like Facebook and Instagram, to direct job seekers to www.adultsocialcare.co.uk.
It is hoped that the new campaign will help to attract more people into vital care roles – the government is encouraging employers to use it to support their local recruitment efforts.

Education
The government has announced that teacher recruitment will see a boost of £196 million to attract more teachers across key subjects this academic year. 
The funding will go towards scholarships, bursaries and salary grants to help thousands of candidates through their initial teacher training.
Additionally, Scholarships for those training to teach mathematics, physics, chemistry and computing will now be brought up to £30,000 tax-free, in order to attract more talented teachers in these key subjects to support the delivery of the recently announced Advanced British standard (ABS.) 

Libraries – Public Lending Right scheme update
The government has announced that the Library book loan payment scheme has been updated to benefit authors enabling authors to earn up to £6,600 from loans of their books from libraries.
The Public Lending Right Scheme currently specifies that the number of loans is to be determined by means of a sample, with data from 30 councils used to assist payment calculations. New changes will also see the British Library move towards collecting comprehensive loans data from all library authorities in the UK to ensure authors are getting their fair share.
This means that the more of their books are loaned out by public libraries, the more income an author will receive through the Scheme.
The changes will come into force on 31 October 2023.
Further information available here.
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