NCC Update. 20/11/23
Service updates: The most up to date information on council services can be found at Norfolk County Council services disruptions.

Highways winter gritting #norfolkwinter
Twenty-seven new gritters are taking to the roads for the first time later this winter in a £3,238,000 boost to the annual push to help keep Norfolk moving safely.
Norfolk’s fleet of 58 winter vehicles treat 2,200 miles of roads on each full 3-hour gritting run. All A and B-class roads and some C-class roads are treated with a focus on commuter and major bus routes and as far as is possible one route into all villages. The A11 and A47 are gritted by National Highways. In addition to the 49 gritting routes, a number of pedestrian areas and main pavements are treated in the centre of Norwich, Great Yarmouth and King's Lynn, and more than 2000 grit bins are available around the county for people to use on roads, pavements and cycle paths.
Councillors can find more information about winter gritting, plus helpful information and advice to keep people healthy and safe during the winter months on the county council website here.
If you share the above information on social media of have further winter-related information that people might find useful or interesting, please tag it with #norfolkwinter.

Flood prevention and coastal erosion
Future flood prevention, the response to recent flooding associated with Storm Babet, and coastal erosion, are on the agenda for the next scrutiny committee. 
The committee meets on 22 November to consider a range of flood related matters, including legislation which could see the county council taking on responsibility for approvals and upkeep of sustainable drainage on new developments. 
Councillors will also be reviewing responsibilities around coastal erosion and how the county council works with a range of organisations in Norfolk on this issue, plus whether to recommend that support is given by the county council to the campaign for a dedicated Minister for the Coast and the associated ‘pledge for the coast’ initiative.
 Link to the scrutiny papers available here 
Giving Tree appeal to support Norfolk’s Children in Care 
In the lead up to Christmas, Norfolk County Council Children’s Services and Waterstones have teamed up again to launch the 2023 Giving Tree appeal, a project aimed at bringing joy to the county’s children in care. This is the 17th year the appeal has run, reaching more children every year. Last year’s appeal saw more than 1000 books bought and delivered to children in care across Norfolk.
The tree, based at the Castle Street branch in Norwich, will be decorated with hundreds of tags which each represent a child and the book they would like to receive for Christmas. There are requests for books from more than 800 Norfolk children in care, with some specifying books or authors and others seeking a certain genre or type of book.
To participate, pop into the Waterstones Store on Castle Street pick up a tag from the Children’s book department, purchase the book and the staff at Waterstones will make sure the book is gift wrapped and delivered in time for Christmas. They can make a difference to the county’s most vulnerable children at what can be a difficult time of year.
Waterstones also say that If you email them at norwich@waterstones.com and leave your number, they will call you back at a quiet time to arrange a purchase of a book for a child in care in Norfolk. All books must be purchased by 3 December.
Members are asked to support this initiative and to encourage people to participate. 

Bus Service improvement plan – cheaper fares for Thetford
Residents in Thetford will benefit from a new flat fare on buses within the Thetford town zone thanks to money that Norfolk County Council secured from the Department for Transport (DfT) to improve bus services across the County.
The new flat rate fare is £1.50 for any single journey that starts or finishes within the designated zone. Both operators that serve the town, Coach Services Ltd and Konectbus, have signed up to the scheme. The Thetford town zone includes key locations such at Thetford Academy, Tesco, Sainsburys and the RAF camp.
Approximately £5.3 million of the funding Norfolk received has been allocated to fares promotions to make bus travel more affordable in Norfolk over the next three years. This is one of a series of fares promotions that have been announced this year. Others include the flat fare in King’s Lynn, discounted group, weekly and monthly tickets and reduced park & ride fares.

Government updates 

New local government minister
Simon Hoare MP was appointed as the new Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (local government minister) at the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities on 13 November 2023.
Simon Hoare is a former parish, district, and county councillor and has previously held roles with the Local Government Association. He replaces Lee Rowley who Rishi Sunak made housing minister after sacking Rachel Maclean from the role.
A full list of the new ministerial appointments confirmed on 13 November can be found here. 

Chief Medical Officer’s annual report – Health in an Ageing Society
The government’s Chief Medical Officer, Professor Chris Whitty has published his annual report. This year he has focused on health in an ageing society.
The aim of the report is to concentrate on issues which are about improving the quality of life in an adult’s later years, rather than the quantity.  
Findings include projections that the elderly boom will be in rural, largely coastal, areas and these places are often poor cousins when it comes to provision. He also highlights the importance of primary prevention by government and secondary prevention by the NHS.
Findings and recommendation include: 
· Older age is becoming increasingly geographically concentrated in England, and services to prevent disease, treat disease and provide infrastructure need to plan on that basis. This should be seen as a national problem and resources should be directed towards areas of greatest need, which include peripheral, rural and coastal regions of the country. The NHS,  social care, central and local government must start planning more systematically on the  basis of where the population will age in the future, rather than where demand was 10 years ago. This includes building or adapting housing and transport to be appropriate for an  older population.

· Central and local government (the State) have the principal responsibility for environmental factors which can delay or prevent the probability of early ageing (primary prevention). Making it easy and attractive for people to exercise throughout their lives is one of the most effective ways of maintaining independence into older age. Reducing smoking, air pollution and exposure to environments that promote obesity are other examples where the State has a major role to play in delaying or preventing ill health and disability over a lifetime and into older age.

· Delaying disease to the greatest possible extent, to delay the period of disability in older age, should be the aim of public health and medicine.

Full report and recommendations available here.

All Party Parliamentary Group Inquiry into Young Carers
The first ever parliamentary inquiry into young carers and young adult carers has revealed the ‘devastating impact’ of care responsibilities on their education, wellbeing and prospects.
The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Young Carers and Young Adult Carers published the findings of its inquiry on 14 November 2023.
The inquiry was led by Duncan Baker MP and supported by a group of 11 youth advisors (including 2 inquiry co-chairs) from across England, the APPG's chair, Paul Blomfield MP and the Carers Trust.
The report says that there are an estimated one million young carers in the UK and the time they spend caring can lead to them falling behind at school and damage their life opportunities. Yet, despite mounting evidence showing the impact of their caring role, little has been done to improve support over the years.
The inquiry uncovered evidence showing 15,000 children, including 3,000 aged just five to nine, spend 50 hours or more a week looking after family members because of illness, disability or addiction.
The report recommends the urgent introduction of a cross-government national carers strategy, including a properly resourced action plan for young carers and young adult carers. It says that the Government should also work with young carers and young adult carers on immediate plans to improve early identification, increase access to support and reduce the numbers of young people providing excessive levels of care.
Further information and a link to the full report available here.

Criminal Justice Bill
A new Criminal Justice Bill aims to protect the public from criminals and empower the police to take a zero-tolerance approach to cut crime and keep neighbourhoods safe.
The bill, introduced in the House of Commons on 14 November, will be focused on keeping violent criminals locked up for longer and making sure victims’ voices are heard.
It proposes a range of measures to: 
· Protect the public and keep neighbourhoods safe by giving the police and others the powers they need to cut crime and anti-social behaviour, including in response to the use of technology by criminals.
· Introduce tougher sentencing for sexual and violent criminals and strengthening the supervision of offenders following their release from prison.
· Improve public confidence in policing by ensuring that police officers adhere to the highest standards of integrity and professionalism.
The government has published several factsheets providing more information about the Criminal Justice Bill, they are available here.
If I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards

james
Norfolk County Council Strategy & Policy

