NCC UPDATE 27/10/23
Norfolk County Council updates
New partnership service will help people recover at home
People needing help when they leave hospital are set to benefit from a new community service, to help them recover at home. The Norfolk and Waveney Community Support Service (NWCSS), will be led by Voluntary Norfolk, the British Red Cross and Age UK Norwich and is funded by Norfolk County Council, NHS Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care Board and Suffolk County Council.
The service is aimed at helping people with everyday tasks, like shopping, walking the dog or making phone calls and supports people to live independently whilst they recover. It supports people leaving hospital and those with short-term needs in the community.
Further information can be found here.
Have your say on our walking, wheeling and cycling strategy for Norfolk
Norfolk County Council has today opened a public consultation on a draft walking, wheeling and cycling strategy for the county. The strategy is an updated version of the previous walking and cycling strategy which was published in 2017. Since then, there has been a step change in national and local policy which has placed walking, wheeling and cycling at the heart of decision making.
The proposed new strategy brings together Norfolk’s local transport, environmental and public health ambitions and aims to make walking, wheeling or cycling the natural choice for both travelling from A to B and for leisure. 
The draft strategy has been created following policy reviews, evidence collation and engagement with district councils and Active Norfolk. Now the county council wants to hear from residents, stakeholders and organisations to get their thoughts on the proposed strategy. 
The scale and pace of delivering the strategy will be dependent on the level of funding the County Council can secure. Having this strategy alongside our already approved local cycling and walking infrastructure plans for Norfolk helps us to present our ambition to central Government and give us more likelihood of securing funding in the future.
The consultation is available online and will be open until Friday 24 November.
For anybody unable to complete the consultation online paper copies can be requested by contacting haveyoursay@norfolk.gov.uk or customer services on 0344 800 8020.
More regular buses for King's Lynn and evening bus services out of Norwich - thanks to bus service improvement plan
Buses between North Wootton and King’s Lynn will be running more regularly thanks to money that Norfolk County Council secured from the Department for Transport (DfT) to improve bus services across the County. Service 3 the North Wootton Circular which is operated by Go To Town will run three times per hour from Monday 13 November increasing the number of journeys per day from 26 to 35. Further information can be found here.
A number of bus services operated by First Eastern Counties will run more often from next Sunday, thanks to money that Norfolk County Council secured from the Department for Transport (DfT) to improve bus services across the County. Further information on the changes to timetables, which start on Sunday 29 October, can be found here.
Government updates
Eight regional innovation hubs allocated £75m in funding.
Eight innovation launchpads have been announced throughout the country and granted a share of £75 million funding to boost local research, businesses, and economies.
The East of England has been selected for an innovation launchpad in the agri-bio tech space, with a focus to drive innovation in food production and sustainability and will have access to £7.5m in funding. The bid was coordinated by the New Anglia LEP in association with Innovate UK, and seeks to build on the strengths of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridge in this area. 
The funding will go towards further funding “competitions”, where organisations and businesses can bid up to £300,000 with a focus on collaborative research and help with project costs.
Government announces 50% boost to heat pump grants
A government grant to help households install an air source heat pump has increased by 50% to £7,500. The scheme has also been extended by 3 years to 2028, giving people more time to take advantage of the opportunity. 
Government continues children's social care reform
Recognising the vital role social workers play in supporting some of the most vulnerable children and families, local authorities will be allocated a share of £11.7 million to hire up to 461 extra social work apprentices, as part of government plans to build a social worker workforce fit for the future. The full statement can be found here.
Home Office to exit first 50 asylum hotels by the end of January
The Home Office has notified local authorities, MPs and the accommodation providers, informing them that the first 50 hotels temporarily accommodating asylum seekers will be exited as part of the move to return hotels to their proper use by communities. Initial efforts will focus on hotels that can be exited quickly. The Home Office has not yet published a list of the 50 hotels that are due to stop hosting asylum seekers before the end of January. The full statement can be found here.
Earlier mental health support announced for thousands nationwide
The Department of Health and Social Care has published a press release on nationwide ‘Early Support Hubs’ to deliver mental health support for children and young people.
The drop-in centres will offer mental health support and advice to local young people who won’t need a referral by a doctor or school. They will not need an appointment, and services will include group work, counselling, psychological therapies, specialist advice, and signposting to information and other services. The hubs are open to those aged 11-25 years old and available to those who may not necessarily meet the threshold for NHS support. 
The £4.92m of funding will enable ten existing hubs to expand their current services locally and employ new staff like counsellors or youth workers. The ten hubs benefitting from the funding will be announced in due course.  
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